
Local Water Mgt.: An Overview of the Plan Update Process 

PHASE 1:  Priority Concerns: Identification & Documentation (LGU) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PHASE 2: Priority Concerns: Review & Comment (BWSR) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PHASE 3:  Plan Development  (LGU) 

� LGU requests existing information from agencies to help with the assessment of the priority concerns. 

�  LGU identifies goals and objectives to address the priority concerns. 

� LGU, in consultation with their partners, develops an implementation program to address the priority 
concerns. 

� LGU develops an implementation program for ongoing activities (i.e., not associated with the priority 
concerns). 

� LGU writes the plan containing:  1) Executive Summary; 2) Priority Concerns Assessment; 3) Priority 
Concerns Goals & Objectives; 4) Implementation Program for the Priority Concerns; 5) Implementation 
Program for Ongoing Activities; and 6) Appendix:  PCSD. 

 

PHASE 4:  Public Hearing & Plan Approval    (LGU & BWSR) 
� LGU holds public hearing to get input on the final plan. 

� LGU submits the final plan and written minutes of the public hearing to the BWSR regional office. 

� BWSR reviews the final plan for compliance with the comment letter on the PCSD and the required 
contents. 

� BWSR sends partner agencies notice the plan is up for approval, an overview of the plan’s compliance with 
the board’s expectations, and 103B.301 statutory requirements. 

� Agencies submit their recommendation for final approval of the plan. 

� BWSR regional supervisor/subcommittee submits their recommendations for board approval/disapproval 
and an approval order for action at a regular meeting of the BWSR board.

� LGU adopts and implements the plan. 

Task force convened; 
Resolution to Update Plan;
Notice sent; Input invited 

Priority concerns selected, 
draft Priority Concerns 
Scoping Document (PCSD) 
and submit to agencies 

� State review agencies review the PCSD and provide input to BWSR Regional Offices. 
� The BWSR regional staff and the regional water mgt. subcommittee (hereafter referred to as 

subcommittee) review the agency input, decide on recommendations or requirements for the 
content of the final plan, and draft an official comment letter on the PSCD to the LGU. 

� BWSR regional supervisor/subcommittee submits the PCSD and draft comments for the BWSR 
board meeting. 

� BWSR Board reviews and endorses the comments drafted by the regional committee. 
� Official comments sent to the LGU. 

Compile and review 
priority concerns 
submitted by agencies, 
LGUs and citizens. 



Local Water Mgt.: An Overview of the Plan Update Process 

Approximate Timeline for Plan Updates  
(corresponds to the  LGU master checklist) 
 
 
START Pass Resolution to revise & update the plan  
 Distribute notice of plan revision & update 
 
 
 4-6 months Obtain public and agency input within 45 days of mailing notice 
 Draft Priority Concerns Scoping Document (PSCD) 
  
 

      Submit PCSD to agencies The BWSR has 60 days (or until the next regularly scheduled board 
meeting beyond 60 days) to send comments to the LGU.  The 
comments will suggest or require items to be included/addressed in 
the final plan.  While the PCSD is in the comment stage, the LGU may 
want to proceed with requesting and assessing information 
regarding the priority concerns. 

 
  

 
Write the plan Assess the priority concerns 
  3 to 6 months Develop goals and objectives 
 Develop an Implementation Program for the Priority Concerns 
 Develop an Implementation Schedule for ongoing activities 
 Write the Executive Summary 
 
 
 
Finalize the plan Hold a public hearing 
    1 to 2 months Submit plan to BWSR for final approval 
 
 
 
Plan Approval BWSR consults with state review agencies, reviews the plan; and 

acts to approve, or disapprove all or parts of the plan.  LGU is 
notified of BWSR action within 90 days of receiving the final draft of 
the plan. 

 
 
 

 

2 to 3 months 


