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Solar Landscape Plans
Pollinator Review



1. Planned % of Site Dominated by Native Species Cover

What I need:

7Seed mix breakdown
•% weight of mix – NO!
•% PLS/SF 

7Multiple mixes 
•Upland vs Wetland
•Under Array vs Fringe
•Don’t forget around fence & 

screening

7Acreage of each mix
•Should add up to lease area
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Seed Mixes 
Provided in the Plan
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Seed Mix Requirements
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2. % of Site Vegetation to be Dominated by Wildflowers

What I need:

7Break down of forbs     
component
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Seed Mix Requirements
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3. Planned Cover Diversity

What I need:

7# species in each mix

7Subtract species repeated in 

multiple mixes

What I watch for:

7Individual forb species <20% of forb component
•Ensure that a handful species do not comprise a majority of mix

7Little Bluestem is <20% of grass component
•NRCS and State standards allow up to 50% of grass component
•Winona County has heavier soils, Little Bluestem does not thrive  
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Seed Mix Requirements
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5 Species = 
77.59% of Forb 

Component



4. Planned Seasons with at Least 3 Blooming Species

What I need:

7# forb species in each bloom 
period

7Subtract species repeated in 
multiple mixes

What I watch for:

7Bloom periods separated by Spring, Summer, Fall
•may not line up with traditional early, mid, late bloom time
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Seed Mix Requirements
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Less than 5% forb seeds 
planted will bloom in 
spring



5. Available Habitat Components within Site or w/in ¼ miles

What I need:

7Review maps of 
surrounding area

7Knowledge of the area

7Go for a drive

What I watch for:

7Erosion control ponds may 
not qualify for “Clean, 
perennial water sources”
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6. Site Planning and Management

What I need:

7Lease area covered by acreage of 
planned seed mixes?

7Planting plan with timeline

7Maintenance plan with timeline

7STATE THAT FUNDING IS PROVIDED 
FOR ESTABLISHMENT & MAINTENANCE

7Sign discussed in plan and is pointed out on map

What I watch for:

7Statement of funding/contract is almost always missing
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7. Seed Mix

What I need:

740+ Seeds/SF for each mix

7Genetic origin stated in plan to require origin within 175 miles of site

7Compute milkweed %

What I watch for:

7Genetic origin often missed 

in the plan
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Seed Mix Requirements

15 3/10/2022 Habitat Friendly Solar Site Assessment



8.  Insecticide Risk

What I need:

7If insecticide use is mentioned in the plan, then points are subtracted
•This includes insecticide use on the screening trees
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Total Assessment Points

I find that most plans I review fall below standards.  

It often takes a few revisions of the plan to meet pollinator standards.

•Most common revisions include:
7Reducing Little Bluestem below 20% of grass component
7Reducing individual forb species below 20% of forb component
7Altering mixes so that a handful of species do not dominate the mix
7Incorporating seed mixes to cover all acreage within a lease area
7Addressing funding for establishment/maintenance in the plan
7Addressing Genetic Origin in the plan
7Removing insecticide use from the plan
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Revised Seed Mix to Meet Requirements
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Statement in plan – Remaining 1.39 ac will not be 
disturbed.  If disturbed, it will be seeded to the Upland Mix.



Questions?

Amanda Gentry
Winona County SWCD
amanda.gentry@winonaswcd.com
507-523-2171 x114
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