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BuffCAT Data Format Guidelines 

 

Buffer compliance parcel data reported to BWSR in lieu of using BuffCAT are required to follow these 

guidelines for data submission. Data not following these guidelines will not meet BWSR reporting 

requirements. 

• Data must be polygon geometry. 

o Line data will not be accepted. 

• Data must be in the projection: 

o NAD83 / UTM zone 15N 

o EPSG 26915 

• Data must only include parcels that are being tracked for buffer compliance, i.e. parcels that are 

applicable to buffer law. All non-applicable parcels should be removed. 

• The following data must conform to these field names and data types. REQUIRED FIELDS are 

highlighted in orange and must be populated: 

Field Name Alias 
Data 
Type 

 

SECTION Section Short  

TOWNSHIP Township Short  

RANGE Range Short  

RANGE_DIR Range Direction Short  

COUNTY_PIN County PIN Text  

STATE_PIN State PIN Text  

CO_CODE County Code Text  

CO_NAME County Name Text  

SWCD SWCD Text  

WSHD_DST Watershed District Text  

BUFFER_REQ Buffer Width Requirement Text  
BUFF_NEED Buffer Acres Needed Double  
BUFF_INST Buffer Acres Installed Double  

BUFF_COMP Are all Buffers Compliant? Text  

ALTERNATIVE_PRACTICE Alternative Practice Text  

ALTPRCTCMP Are Alternative Practices Compliant? Text  

PARCELCOMP Is Parcel Compliant Based on Review? Text  

VALIDATION Validation of Compliance Issued? Text  

NOTES Notes Text  



[Title] 2 

 

• The PARCELCOMP field may only contain the following possible values spelled correctly and 

following the correct case. Data containing values other than the following will not be accepted: 

• Yes 

o Compliant based on field verification, off-site review, or other means deemed 

appropriate. 

• No 

o SWCD staff has made the determination that the Parcel is not compliant with the State 

Buffer Law. 

• Monitoring Complete 

o SWCDs are tasked to review all parcels once every 3 years in accordance with their 

adopted compliance monitoring plan. Once a parcel has been reviewed, it can be 

marked as “Monitoring Complete” in BuffCAT. These parcels are still considered 

compliant or “Yes”. 

 

• The BUFFER_REQ field may only contain the following possible values spelled correctly and 

following the correct case. Data containing values other than the following will not be accepted: 

o 16.5 ft. 

o 50 ft. 

o 16.5 ft. and 50 ft. 
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The following fields must follow the parcel data standard for Minnesota: 

 

 

https://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/committee/standards/parcel_attrib/parcel_attrib.html
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